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What Is MeL?

• Michigan’s digital library including
– Millions of books, journal and magazine 

articles, dvds, and cds
– Practice tests and tutorials, including the ACT
– Best of the Web evaluated Internet sites
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• MeL supports Michigan schools/universities 
and students

• MeL supports Michigan workers in 
transition

• MeL supports Michigan’s economy
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Economy
• New businesses

– Entrepreneurs need information from MeL 
• Business plans, how to get a loan, marketing 

information

• Existing businesses
– Industry data, demographic statistics, 

investment information, best practices
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Education
• Studies support the link between resources 

like MeL and increased student 
achievement in reading, writing, & critical 
thinking

• Educational materials help teachers teach to 
the state standards

• ACT preparation materials & practice tests
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Workers
• Resources like LearningExpress Library 

help people retool for new careers and 
support workers in their current jobs

• Also supplies SAT, and GED study 
material, civil service exams

• Other resources identify job growth areas, 
career advice
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Transitions

As Michigan moves from a manufacturing 
base to a knowledge base, information from 
MeL is critical!



…at mel.org

Equal Access
• MeL enriches local content
• MeL levels the playing field for 

communities of all sizes
• Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
• Home access to all resources
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Health

• MeL provides authoritative and easy to use 
health information for both patients and 
health care professionals.



…at mel.org

Ann

• Ann lives in a small 
Michigan town

• She wants to own her own business
• How does she know …
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Ann’s questions…

• What business to go into?
• How much money she’ll need?
• How to approach the bank?
• What’s a business plan?
• How does she incorporate?



John

• Has just been diagnosed with diabetes
• He needs to know …



John’s questions…

• What doctors specialize in diabetes care 
in his area?

• How can he evaluate health information 
he finds on the Internet?

• How can he learn more about diabetes 
care?
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Claire

• College Student
• She’s writing papers for her 

undergraduate degree
• How can she find out …
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Claire’s questions…

• What is a reliable source on the Internet?
• Can she get the article right away?
• Can she borrow books from other 

libraries?
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Scott

• Scott has to write a report on wolverines 
(and it’s 8 p.m. and it’s due tomorrow!)
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Where to Look?

• What’s the first place people look for 
information?

• What’s wrong with that?
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So What Else Is There?
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Michigan eLibrary

• MeLCat statewide catalog
• MeL Best of the Web
• MeL Databases
• MeL Michigana (digital local histories)
• MeL Multisearch
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MeL Databases
• 40 commercial databases with research 

materials for all ages and needs
• Business periodicals and investments
• Science & technology reviews
• General periodicals to support schools 

and education
• Reference materials created by experts
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MeLCat
• Shared online catalog of materials in 

Michigan libraries
• Find out what libraries own
• One click orders your item
• Library-to-library delivery
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MeL Best of the Web

• Professionally evaluated Internet sites 
• Only the best!
• Browse-able and searchable
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MeL Michigana
• Digitized primary sources from around 

Michigan
• Michigan Archives
• Making of Modern Michigan
• University of Michigan Digital Library with 

Digitization for Preservation and Access (DPA) 
Grant projects
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MeL is Accessible
• Accessible from any Michigan library or from a 

Michigan resident’s home or workplace
• 24 hours a day, seven days a week
• Libraries provide training, though most databases 

don’t need any specialized knowledge to use
• Free to Michigan residents
• Cross-searching
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Ann

• Using MeL business databases Ann 
learned that coffee shops were a booming 
business and one she could afford to get 
into. Thanks to MeL Best of the Web she 
developed a business plan that the bank 
approved and got her loan.



John
• Using MeL Best of the Web, John 

learned about evaluating information 
on health Web sites to research his 
illness and found a doctor in his area 
who specializes in diabetes care. 
Using MeLCat, he ordered a 
cookbook for people with diabetes. 



…at mel.org

Claire
• Learned that all Internet sites are 

not alike. She also wrote a terrific 
term paper on the politics of 
alternative fuels using MeL 
Databases to get full-text articles 
and borrowing a book through 
MeLCat.
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Scott

• Scott’s parents were able to login to MeL 
Databases using a driver’s license from 
home. Scott finished his paper and turned it 
in on time.
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Awards

• 2006 Best of the Web winner for State 
Government to Citizen category from the 
Center for Digital Government
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Michigan Wins!
• Providing information to Michigan 

residents, businesses, students, teachers, 
and legislature benefits all of us.

http://mel.org
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MeL Coordination at LM
All things MeL!
• Public relations & marketing
• Oversight of MLC support contracts
• III and database contracts
• User interface modifications
• New development
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http://michigan.gov/mel

http://michigan.gov/mel
Visit the MeL information website for 
marketing tools, sample presentations, 
contact information and more…

The following is a typical quick presentation 
we give to the public, legislators, and other 
interested parties.

http://michigan.gov/mel
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MeL Components

• MeLCat statewide catalog
• MeL Best of the Web
• MeL Databases
• MeL Michigana (digital local histories)
• MeL Multisearch 
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MeL Components
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• MeL Internet Best of the Web
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• MeL Michigana
• MeL Multisearch 
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What Is MeL Michigana?

• Making of Modern Michigan
• Archives of Michigan digital collection
• 10 Digitization for Preservation and Access 

(DPA) grants
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DPA Grants 

• Michigan Library Digitization Task Force
• Total of $965,000 in grants
• All DPA grant images will go to the 

University of Michigan Digital Library 
Production Services for hosting
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Archives of Michigan

• OCLC Content DM site: 
http://haldigitalcollections.cdmhost.com/cdm4/search.php
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Making of Modern Michigan
• 2002 IMLS grant
• photographs, family papers, oral histories, 

genealogical materials
• headed by the Michigan State University 

Libraries with the Library of Michigan, the 
Michigan Library Consortium, and 48 
contributing libraries 

» http://mmm.lib.msu.edu/search/



…at mel.org



…at mel.org

MeL Components

• MeLCat statewide catalog
• MeL Internet Best of the Web
• MeL Databases
• MeL Michigana (digital local histories)
• MeL Multisearch 



…at mel.org



…at mel.org



…at mel.org



…at mel.org

News and Information

• A way to stay up-to-date

• Link to the blog

• Blog has RSS feed option
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MeL by the Numbers

• Michiganians ordered 19,791,087 articles 
during fiscal year 2004-2005. If charged an 
average commercial fee of $15.00 per 
article, the cost to residents would have 
exceeded $2.96 billion.
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More MeL by the Numbers

• In 2006, MeL databases cost $3.9 million
• In 2006, if every school, public library, 

college and university had purchased these 
databases separately it would have cost over 
$193 million



Add 23 million items to your 
local library!

• Over 23 million items are available in 
MeLCat

• Weekly requests in 2007 are averaging 
6,562 items

• In 2006 MeLCat delivered 184,786 items



MeLCat
• 154 participating libraries

– 34 academic
– 101 public
– 17 K-12
– 2 special

• 7.3 million bibliographic records
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Michigan eLibrary
For more information contact Sheryl Mase

smase@michigan.gov
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